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GLOBAL WARMING 

Since its formation in the summer of 
1989, the United States Wrestling Asso- 
ciation has gone through several 
changes of identity. However, recent 
developments could make the Ten- 
nessee-based federation one of the 
most powerful organizations in the 


wrestling world. 

Two days before Thanksgiving, the 
USWA announced that it had reached 
an agreement to operate under the 
auspices of the Global Wrestling Fed- 
eration, an international body of pro- 
moters with offices in Japan, Australia, 
Austria, and South America. Under the 
terms of the agreement, the USWA, 
Georgia AllStar, and LPWA federa- 
tions will now all be operating under 
the GWF banner. 

“There will still be a USWA, but it's 
going to be much broader in scope,” 
said USWA announcer Joe Pedicino, 
who was instrumental in bringing the 
рез to the attention of Global pro- 

“Likewise, Georgia and the 
LEWA wil continue to function under 
their own names, but all of these orga- 
nizations will soon begiñ to merge 
their talents. By doing this, the USWA 
will have a talent base as strong as any 
other league in the country.” 

The USWA will attempt to expand 
under the Global banner. The organi- 
zation was scheduled to return to Dal- 
las in late December, and cards will 
soon be offered in Florida and sur- 
rounding states. The USWA has 
signed several top stars—including 
Terry Gordy, Steve Williams, and Cac- 
tus Jack—to join the existing talent ros- 
ter. Also, a major goal of Global’s is to 
bring international talent to the United 
States. 


some fine promoters from around the 
globe,” enthused Pedicino. “One of 
our major goals is to bring competitors 
from Japan, Australia, and other coun- 
tries to America to compete for our 
fans here. Likewise, you'll see USWA 
champions travel to foreign countries 
to defend their titles—and Global cam- 
eras will be there to record it all for 
our television programs.” 

The new president of the GWF is 
Olu Olayemi, a Nigerian promoter. 
Other federation officials hail from Bra- 


тї, Japan, and England. The USWA 


“This new agreement is a merger of 


will continue to be represented by 
promoter Jerry Jarrett. 

“One of the major things that Mr. 
Olayemi liked about the USWA is the 


such as Steve Austin, Jeff Gaylord, and 
Jeff Jarrett, they realized that the 
USWA was really doing the best job of 
bringing new stars into the sport. Like- 
wise, Olayemi admired the USWA’s 
‘open-door policy concerning its 
champions. Our titleholders have al- 
ways been free to travel to any other 
organization to defend their belts. 
Now, when they go to another coun- 


100 television stations throughout the 
United States and Canada. In addition 
to its syndicated network, the USWA 
will also have a program on ESPN, the 
allsports cable network. Pay-per-view 
spectaculars are also in the planning 


stages. 

“I hope the fans will be as excited 
about the Global Wrestling Federation 
as those of us who are involved with it 
are,” said Jarrett. “Already we're get- 
ting calls from many wrestlers wonder- 


VON ERICH VANQUISHED 

When Kerry Von Erich defeated 
Curt Hennig for the Intercontinental ti- 
tle at SummerSlam '90 on August 27, it 


tegain the 1-С title. After three months 
of rematches, Hennig downed Von 
Erich for the title on November 19 at 
the War Memorial Auditorium in 
Rochester, New York—with more than 
a little help from Ted DiBiase. 

For some reason, ће “Million-Dollar 
Man” was allowed to serve as guest 
ring announcer for the title match. Sev- 
eral times during the bout, Hennig’s 
manager, Bobby Heenan, distracted 
the referee, which allowed Hennig to 
bring Kerry to where DiBiase was sta- 
tioned by the ring. DiBiase continually 
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“Mr, Perfect” Curt Hennig recaptured the WWF Intercontinental title from Kerry Von Erich on Novem- 


ber 19 in Rochester, New York, 


hit Von Erich with cheap shots as the 
referee's attention was diverted. 

Late in the match, Hennig removed 
the padding from the top tumbuckle 
and attempted to whip Von Erich into 
it. Kerry managed to avoid the blow 
by reversing the whip, but he collided 
with the referee, who fell to the canvas 
unconscious. 

Von Erich quickly recovered and 
rammed Hennig’s head into the unpro- 
tected ringpost. He followed that jar- 
ting blow with a discus punch then 
covered Hennig for the pinfall, but the 
referee was still out cold. DiBiase then 
тап into the ring and smashed the In- 
tercontinental belt over Von Erich’s 
head. 

DiBiase revived Hennig, who then 
grabbed Von Erich and scored with a 
perfectplex, which left Kerry in a pin- 
ning predicament. Heenan then 
pushed the referee toward the action, 
and the groggy arbiter made the 
three-count. DiBiase seemed thrilled as 
he climbed through the ropes and de- 
clared Hennig the new champion. 

Why did DiBiase go to such lengths 
to help Hennig regain the title? 
Sources within the WWF claim that a 
financial deal had been struck be- 
tween DiBiase and Hennig just min- 
utes before the match began. 

“It's a case of the old ‘criss-cross,’” 
said WWF expert Thomas Pilliard. “Di- 


Biase did a favor for Hennig, and now 
Ted expects an even bigger favor 
from Curt. DiBiase has been petition- 
ing for World title matches against The 
Ultimate Warrior, and it wouldn't sur- 
prise me to see Hennig get involved. 
From what I understand, there’s been 
a rift forming between DiBiase and his 
valet, Virgil, for some time. DiBiase 
can use all the help he can get, partic- 
ularly if he wants to beat a man like 
Warrior.” 


RANDOM NOTES 

NWA newcomer Big Cat is a pow- 
erful 308pound grappler, but is he a 
fan favorite or a rulebreaker? At Clash 
of the Champions XIII on November 


.20 in Jacksonville, Florida, Cat at- 


tacked Lex Luger before the “Total 
Package's” match—but later tried to 
sabotage Sid Vicious during the Four 
Horseman member's bout against The 
Nightstalker ... Demolition appears 
to be getting back to basics in order 
to reclaim status as contenders. 
They're а duo once again consisting of 
ly disappeared. That could have some- 
thing to do with the fact that the 
Demos have rehired Mr. Fuji as their 
manager ... Downtown Bruno won a 
managers’ battle royal on November 
19 in Memphis. The diminutive manag- 
er somehow managed to emerge as 


the victor in a field that included Dirty 
Girl, Boss Winters, Nathaniel 


vice center in Portland, Oregon. The 
name of the shop? Piper's Pit Stop, of 
course! ... 


gia AllStar area ... A masked grap- 
pler named Kato replaced Akio Sato 
in The Orient Express for several 


THE LAST WORD 

Tonight Show host Johnny Carson 
was amazed that Jesse Ventura 
emerged victorious in his campaign 
for mayor in Brooklyn Park, Minnesota, 
during the November 6 elections, and 
surmised that “Тһе Body” used this as 
his campaign slogan: “Vote for me or 
TI bodyslam your grandmother!” O 
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IN THIS CORNER 


By Liz Hunter 


Y THE TIME this column appears in print, the inter- 

‘national tag team tournamentat Starrcade '90—the Pat 
O'Connor Memorial Tag Team Tournament—will be his- 
tory and you'll know whether it was a success or a 
failure. 

Those of you with a sense of history—and you don't 
have to go too far back—will remember the Jim Crockett 
Sr. Memorial Cup Tag Team Tournament, which lasted 
for only three years before dying a sudden death after 
the 1988 event. 

For those of us who love the grace, style, and 
synchronicity of tag team wrestling, the death of the 
Crockett Сир was a sad day. Unfortunately, not even a 
$1-million prize to the winner was enough to serve the 
tournament's two purposes: attract foreign tag teams and 
attract wrestlers from various federations. 

At the inaugural tournament, held at the Louisiana Su- 
perdome, the NWA hosted only one foreign tag team 
(Shohei Baba and Tiger Mask) and received entries from 
only one other federation, the old UWF. The goal, of 
course, was to crown the world’s best tag team. And, in 
in spite of the limited scope of competition, the tourna- 
ment probably did just that when The Road Warriors 
walked away with the trophy and the check. The second 
year was unforgettable for the emotional victory Dusty 
Rhodes and Nikita Koloff-won for Magnum T.A. in Balti- 
more. Then, the third year, the NWA came up with the 
idea of the “Carolina Connection’"—holding night one in 
Greenville, South Carolina, and night two in Greensboro, 
North Carolina. It was a washout. 

On April 23, 1988, the Crockett Cup idea died, and 
true fans of tag team wrestling moumed its passing. 

But now the tournament is back. It’s honoring the late 
NWA King, Pat O’Connor, at a place where the NWA has 
seen some of its finer moments: the famed Kiel Auditori- 
um in St. Louis. 

Im happy to say that this reporter was heartened by 
the news that there would be representation from Japan, 
Mexico, and several other countries in the tourmament. 
Thus, the international tag team tournament will have a 
truly international flavor. 

Now, if the NWA could only convince Vince McMa- 
hon Jr. and his WWF cronies that The Road Warriors, 
The Hart Foundation, Demolition, and The Rockers be- 
long in St. Louis on Starrcade day. That will never hap- 
pen, of course, and the tag team dream tournament will 


TAG TOURNEY WORTH 
ANOTHER TRY 


be denied us long-suffering fans. 

It's pretty obvious that politics cost the Crockett Cup 
its life. If all federations (and all nations) had cooperated, 
the Crockett Cup could have been a huge success. Give 
the NWA credit for trying again. Sure, they're not going 
to get wrestlers to cross federation boundaries, but at 
least they have the other countries cooperating. 

This sport needs a Super Bowl, which, on a tag team 
level, is exactly what the Crockett Cup was meant to be. 
Yeah, we're never going to get those inter-federation 
matches, but it’s becoming pretty clear that that's a direc- 
tion the sport must consider. 

Face it: Promoters are digging deep into their minds to 
come up with new ideas. The fans always want more. 
These dream nights are what they really want. 

Will the international tag team tournament be a bust? 
Well, by now you know better than I do. My guess is 
that it will be a terrific night of wrestling, if that's all 
you're looking for. For me, I'll always feel a little sad that 
the toumament that was supposed to unify the wrestling 
world—as idealistic as the idea was—never worked out. 

kk 

Jeff Jarrett, pretty boy nonpareil, saved his pretty face 
but nearly lost his very pretty chest when Eddie Gilbert 
threw fire at him. It's getting pretty obvious that throwing 
fire is too dangerous a practice for the wrestling ring. 

May I join my colleagues in the quest to ban Gilbert. 
Permanently! 

If a man can't depend solely on his God-given talents 
to win matches, he simply doesn't belong in the ring. 
Gilbert, obviously, knows that his arms and legs and 
brain aren't enough; he needs the help of Mother Nature. 

Jarrett, meanwhile, gets scorched in the face while 
countless others have suffered bum injuries at the hands 
of Gilbert. 

In my book, the only bum injuries that should be suf- 
fered in a wrestling match is when a wrestler scuffs his 
knees against the mat. 

And—egads!—Jeff Jarrett, one of the best-looking men 
in this or any sport, nearly lost one of his most valuable 


His face. Oo 
Liz Hunter, who writes the monthly column “On As- 


signment” for Inside Wrestling, is a regular contributor 
to this magazine, 
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MANAGER’S FORUM 


By Jim Comette 


Д BER n some of 
you ignorant cretins thought I was 
wiped off the face of the earth forev- 
er, but I haven't gone anywhere but 


The NWA thinks it can play games 


with me and The Midnight Express. 
The NWA officers and officials think 


of the greatest tag team that ever 
lived. “Beautiful” Bobby and “Sweet” 
Stan, The 


Express. 
Former NWA World champions. Jim Comette says he's only breaking up The 
Express temporarily. 


Three-time former U.S. champions. Midnight 
The only team—ever!—to hold those 
titles simultaneously. 

Gonzo, 

We're not apart, we're not split. We're just not doing 
business in the NWA anymore. 

Here's the scoop, and don't believe anything the NWA 
might be telling you. 

We are worthy of respect. We should be wrestling for 
the World title or the U.S. title every damn night of the 
week. So what does the NWA do? They saddle us with 
matches against those down-home losers, The Southem 
Boys. Impostors! Freaks! Little boys in Confederate 
outfits! 

Tracey Smothers and Steve Armstrong don't belong in 
the same ring with us! 

The NWA made a conscious effort to force us out of 
contention. We ask for title matches, they don't answer 
our requests. I've thrown the best lawyers in the land at 
them, they make excuses about scheduling problems, 
then mutter some nonsense about the “ladder of 
contention.” 

TI tell the NWA brass what they can do with their 
ladder of contention. If not for their matchmaking, we 
wouldn't have been in this position and the NWA would 
still have our services. Translation: You fans out there 
would still have the pleasure of watching The Midnight 
Express rule the NWA. 

Anyway, “Sweet” Stan and I have hit the road. When 
will we retum? When the NWA decides to give us the 
respect we deserve. And if they don’t want us, some- 
body else will. 

As for “Beautiful” Bobby, he’s going to stick around 
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Caen rere semana 
“VM STILL НЕВЕ!’ 


the NWA for a while. Bobby's mov- 
ing up in the singles world, and it 
doesn't seem right to deprive him of 
his shot at Sting’s World title. My 
Prediction: “Beautiful” Bobby in a 
walk. Sting won't be a match for him. 
The genius of The Midnight Express 
as a team caries over to singles 
matches, too. 

Meanwhile, Stan and I will just take 
some time to rethink our plans and 
decide upon the future of The Mid- 
night Express. There’s a lot to think 
about, but let me assure you of one 
thing: Bobby, Stan, and I are still a 
team. The NWA has not been suc- 
cessful in its attempt to destroy The 
Midnight Express. 

Now, many of you out there are 
probably wondering why in the 
world the NWA would want to de- 
stroy us. Why would they want to 
break us up? Well, I thought about that, too, and I came 
up with some answers. 

1. The NWA keeps on talking about new blood, Look 
at how they robbed Ric Flair of the NWA World title. For 
some reason, they think fans want to see new teams and 
new wrestlers. Well, what they really want to see is great 
teams and great wrestlers. The Nasty Boys aren’t worthy 
of eating our dirt, or else Га tell 'ет to eat it. 

2. Money. Dollars and cents. Simply put, The Midnight 
Express is one of the highest-paid tag teams in the world. 
We were on the verge of a new contract, so the NWA 
figured they’d keep us down, thereby keeping our price 
down at the same time. No chance. 

3. The NWA brass made bad decisions. They can't 
help it. They're all idiots. If they weren't idiots, they'd 
have given us the title matches we deserved. 

As I said, you can rest assured that The Midnight 
Express is not dead. We're just taking a little vacation, 
thinking things out, getting ready to make the right move. 
Meanwhile, Bobby is still in the NWA, and he'll let us 
know if the brass there ever decide to come to their 
senses. Until then, мете standing pat. 

The Midnight Express has been through a lot. There’ve 
been some changes over the years, but a few things 
have never changed: There’s always been me, and 
we've always been a powerhouse. 

Nobody can deny us our record. If the NWA wants to 
deny us what's rightfully ours, that’s their decision to make. 

The thing is, we make decisions, too. And as long as 
Tm in charge, мете not going to be pushed around. 
Bobby and Stan stand right behind me. о 


CROSSFIRE 


STAN HANSEN 


Almost everyone in the sport of wrestling has deep respect for Senior Editor Bill Apter. 
Associate Editor Eddie Eliner is an exception. He doesn’t care for Apter 

or his views on professional wrestling. Each issue, these two editors will grill a wrestler 
about hot issues in his career, catching the grappler in the CROSSFIRE! 


BILL APTER: “Crossfire” is proud 
to have finally pinned down the “bad 
man from Borger” himself, Mr. Stan 
Hansen. Welcome. 

STAN HANSEN: Pride ain’t got 
nothing’ to do with it, Apter, I was 
glad to show up after you boys sent 


BA: Oh, well, I'm sure people 
would rather hear all about your re- 
{шт to these shores, Stan. You've 
created quite a stir since coming 
over from Japan. It's been successful 
so far, you'd have to say. 

EDDIE ELLNER: Hmmm. Hmmm. 

SH: Whatsamatter with this guy? 
Don’t he talk? 

BA: Unfortunately, he does. 

EE: I still cannot believe that Stan 
Hansen is here with us on 
“Crossfire.” After suffering through 
Barry Windham and Toni Adams, I'm 
beginning to believe again in God. 

SH: Well, hell boy—the Good Lord 
had nothing to do with it. If you had 

BA: Ahh, ЕШпег has no faith in ту 
resourcefulness. 

EE: Resourcefulness? You can't 
open an envelope if it doesn’t have 
directions. 

BA: I see you're back to normal. 
Perhaps we can proceed with the 
interrogation. 

SH: Ask away boys. It’s your 
dime ... and a heckuva lot more 
than that. 

EE: This is the longest you've 
spent in the States since you held the 
AWA World title. Do you have a real 
agenda this time around, or are you 
still playing it by feel? 

SH: Timetables are for mopes. I’ve 
never punched a clock in my life, 
though I’ve punched my share of 
promoters who've tried to blackmail 
me into signing long-term contracts. 

BA: How do you do that? 


The unedited transcript follows 


Not 
sen 


H 
A 
Б 


FEEL 
it 
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it 
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3 
8 


IHP 
HH 


| 


ВА: There's a simple explanation. 
They ir tit 


belt which is guaranteed to sell seats. 
It works out for them better than if 
Hansen sticks around. 

SH: See, the problem is these pro- 


14/ Wrestling 91 


To 
[ral 


What's been the toughest 
ing you've had to face during your 
career? 


= 


H 


& 
3 
Е 
| 
Е 
i 


dressing. 
EE: With those four title belts you 
you sure are dressing up 


them. Titles never meant a damn 
me. The one thing I’m getting a 
kick out of here in the NWA is how 
obsessed everyone is with these 


(Continued on page 50) 
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SCOUTING REPORT 


Avid wrestling fans, like the wrestlers themselves, keep close tabs on the career 
Progress of their favorite stars. The editors of Wrestling 91 invite you to clip this 
раде, save it, and compare this issue’s ‘‘Scouting Report” with those of future 

featured 


ARN 
ANDERSON 


SPEED: Anderson isn't a speedster, and speed will probably never be a 
big weapon in his arsenal, but he gets around the ring better than most 
wrestlers, For example, in matches against teams like The Rock 'n' Roll 
Express, he’s at a disadvantage, but could outrun, say, Lex Luger or either 
member of The Freebirds. In his and Ric Раіг current feud against Doom, 
Anderson has been quicker than Butch Reed and Ron Simmons, who aren't 
that slow for big men. If Anderson were even а litle bit B 


faster, he'd be much more dangerous. 
STRENGTH: He may not have a bodybuilder’s physique, but Anderson 
is more powerful than most men his size. That’s one of the reasons why his 
gourdbuster finishing maneuver is so effective. In fact, the Andersons in 
general have always boasted about their physical prowess. In Am's pairing 
with Flair, he is considered the power half of the team. In the feud with 
Doom, Am's power is not so apparent, but that shouldn't B 
distract from the fact that he is deceptively strong 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: An acknowledged master of scien- 
tific wrestling, Anderson has spent years studying the sport's basics, and 
constantly restudies them. He uses every hold and maneuver at his disposal, 
executing every move with the utmost precision. Unfortunately, Anderson 
too often eschews that knowledge in favor of brawling, but that is part of 
being a Horseman. One gets the feeling, however, that if Anderson were 
forced to wrestle collegiate-style on a fulltime basis, he'd be A 


just as successful. 

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Unlike many of today’s grapplers, Ander- 
son has the stamina to wrestle matches of 30 minutes or more on a regular 
basis, He may wrestle primarily in tag team matches, but paired with Flair, 
another man who possesses immense stamina, the team could wrestle all 
night and remain fresh. His level of cardiovascular conditioning, too, is 
impressive; one doesn't often see him gasping for ай. With the nightly 
pounding this nine-year veteran has taken, he has stayed in A 
commendable shape. = 


RING INTELLIGENCE: The crafty Horseman has every opponent 
scouted well in advance, and tailors a game plan accordingly. And if he 
needs to adjust or outright change that game plan during the course of a 
bout, he's smart enough (and confident enough) to do it. His willingness to 
brawl is often a diversionary tactic; an opponent who starts throwing fists at 
him gets blinded with science. Just listen to Anderson on an inter- 

view and one can tell he knows exactly what he intends to do, 


OVERALL GRADE: Anderson is unquestionably one of the sport's 
finest (and most feared) grapplers, consistently among the NWA's top 10. 
Over the years he has racked up an impressive list of accomplishments, 
including the WWF and NWA World tag team tiles, both with Tully Blan- 
chard. Не continues to hold the NWA TV title, though he rarely defends it 
Unfortunately, Anderson may never achieve his full potential, as he sub 
merges his personal goals to the whims of the Horsemen as А- 
а group. 
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INFOCENTER 


Do you have a wrestling 


question? A question about wrestling’s current events? How about а technical 


history 
question regarding the rules of the sport? In each issue, Wrestling 91’s research department will provide the 


ain past “InfoCenter” columns, it 
has been explained that Hulk 
logan had used several rulebreaking 
managers early in his career, including 
Jimmy Hart, Johnny Valiant, and Fred 
Blassie, But I distinctly remember Ho- 
gan having another manager when he 
wrestled in the Continental area in the 
early-’80s. Am I mistaken about this?— 
Robert Lane, Dothan, AL 
а Not at all. In 1979, Hogan wres- 
8 ей under ће name of Тепу 
“The Hulk” Boulder in ће CWF. Рога 
handful of matches upon entering the 
area, Hogan used veteran rulebreaker 
Billy Spears as his manager. Although 
Hogan wrestled successfully under 
Spears and gained main-event match- 
es against Andre the Giant, the Hogan- 
Spears tandem was doomed from the 
start. Hogan began wrestling on his 
own after about a month, and left the 
CWF not long after that. 
в What i is the song that accompa- 
Enies Jim Comette and The Mid- 


able on a particular ар аар 
Windquist, Lansing, MI 
в Yes. The theme that the Express 

muses is the title song from the 
1978 movie Midnight Express, which 
starred Brad Davis, John Hurt, and Ran- 
dy Quaid. The soundtrack album of 
the film is still available in most larger 
record stores. 

в Each month in The Wrestler as 

par of the “X-Ray” column, it is 
mentioned that Prof. Toru Tanaka is a 
three-time WWF tag team champion 
with Mr. Fuji. Can you tell me when 
their title reigns took place?—John 
Corcoran, Morristown, NJ 

в Tanaka and Fuji were one of the 

па most successful WWF tag teams 
of the '70s, a remarkable feat since 
they were never managed by Lou Al- 
bano, who guided the majority of the 
WWF's nilebreaking tandems of that 


era. Led by The Grand Wizard, Tana- 
ka and Fuji defeated Chief Jay Strong- 
bow and Sonny King on June 27, 1972, 
in Philadelphia to win the first of their 
three titles. They held the belts for al- 
most a year until they were defeated 
by Haystacks Calhoun and Tony 
Garea on May 30, 1973, in Hamburg, 
Pennsylvania. The Japanese team re- 
gained the title from the popular duo 
on September 11, 1973, in Philadel- 
phia, but lost the belts to Garea and 
Dean Ho on November 14, 1973. After 
leaving the WWF for four years, Tana- 
Ка and Fuji were reunited by manager 
Fred Blassie and defeated Garea and 
Larry Zbyszko in a tournament final for 
the WWF tag championship on Sep- 
tember 27, 1977, in Philadelphia. 


m | know that Ric Flair is a six-time 
Е МҮҮА World champion. Has he 
ever held the U.S. or NWA World tag 
team titles?—Wade Johnson, Baxter, 
RY 
A: addition to his six World ti- 
а еѕ, the “Nature Boy” has also 
been prolific in collecting other belts. 
In 1977, Flair won his first U.S. title by 


-defeating the legendary Bobo Brazil; 


he would go on to regain that belt 
three more times, defeating Tim 
Woods, Rick Steamboat, and Jimmy 
Snuka. In addition, Flair teamed with 
Greg “The Hammer” Valentine to win 
the NWA World tag team title in 1977. 
в 15 Rockin’ Robin still considered 
ае WWF women’s champion? 
ie hasn't appeared in the federation 
we more than two years.—Shane Ed- 
wards, Newton, MA 
m А press time, Robin is still list- 
ней on ош “Roll Call of Champi- 
ons” (featured in every issue of Inside 
Wrestling) as WWF women’s champi- 
on. Although she no longer competes 
in the WWF, Robin sporadically ap- 
pears on independent cards defend- 
ing the belt. She won the title by de- 
feating Sherri Martel on October 7, 
1988, in Paris, France. 
m Who has held the NWA TV title 
IB for the longest period of time?— 
tt Killian, Raleigh, NC 
вА press time, Mike Rotundo is 
8 е longestreigning TV titlist. 
The Syracuse University standout won 
the title from Nikita Koloff on January 
26, 1988, in Raleigh, North Carolina, 
and held the belt for a solid 11 
months. He lost the championship to 
Rick Steiner on December 26, 1988, in 
Norfolk, Virginia. But this magazine is 
scheduled to go to press in early-De- 
cember; if Am Anderson still has the 
belt on December 3, 1990 (he won it 
from The Great Muta on January 2, 
1990), he'll eclipse Rotundo’s record. O 
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Who would win? Well, let's take this step 
by step. 

Strength. They're both powerhouses, but I 
think Luger's leamed how to hamess his 
strength a bit more. Kerry is one of the stron- 
gest men I've ever seen, but you look at a 


bs vid. AN. Overall skill. Von Erich leamed from one 
Time does a lot to a wrestler, n 
toll on Von Erich. I can see that 
that hasn't hurt him where he's 


mixed in some ability with his strength and it's made him into an 
extremely dangerous man. If he had an aerial attack, he'd be absolute- 
ly lethal. No edge. 

Finishers. Luger has the backbreaker. Von Erich has the claw and 
the discus punch. It bothers me that Luger lost to Stan Hansen, because 
Luger has a lot more talent, but Luger didn't exactly lose that match fair 
and square. 

Von Erich might be a bit rusty from wrestling the same man over and 


j too, then getting Von Erich up in the back- 
him beg for mercy. 


everything about them. 
1 know that Von Erich should've been де- 
stroyed a long time ago, but he's still going 


it. He's had every problem in the world 
thrown at him, but he goes on. I hate to 


for the backbreaker. It fails. Von Erich uses the discus 

punch, floors Luger, and gets the pin. 
has one chance against a wrestler of Von Erich's calibre. And 
if ever decides to sign with a manager, he knows where to find me. 
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z ANTONIO INOKI & TIGER JEET SINGH vs. 
BIG VAN VADER & ANIMAL HAMAGUCHI 


Inoki leglocks Hamaguchi 


Fans throughout Japan had long 
awaited September 30. On that day 
in Yokohama, wrestling greats of the 
past and present gathered to honor 
Antonio Inoki, who was celebrating 
his 30th anniversary in the sport. 

That wasn't the only celebration 
taking place. Earlier in the day, 
across the island in Tokyo, more than 
2,100 fans assembled for Shohei “Gi- 


ant” Baba’s 30th anniversary card, 
which took place at the Korakuen 
Hall. Amazingly, Baba and Inoki 
broke into wrestling on the same 
day! 

“I can still remember back to my 
first appearance like it was yester- 
day,” said Inoki, who is currently a 
member of Japan’s House of Council- 
ors. “Baba and I were very young 
and pretty unsteady, since neither of 
us really knew how successful we'd 
be as wrestlers. I guess since we're 
both being honored by our peers, it 
Proves we made the right career 
decision.” 

News of the special day made 
headlines across the country. The 
Yokohama Arena drew а sellout 
crowd of more than 18,000 fans, who 
paid up to $146 for a ringside seat. 
The event also drew luminaries from 
around the wrestling world, includ- 
ing sixtime NWA World champion 
Lou Thesz, four-time AWA World ti- 
tleholder Nick Bockwinkel, Billy Rob- 


Singh and Inoki double-team Vader 


inson, Johnny Powers, Hiro Matsuda, 
Stan Hansen, Andre the Giant, and 
Johnny Valentine. 

However, what brought thousands 
of fans to the arena was the opportu- 
nity to see the legendary Inoki in 
action once again. The Japanese 
master teamed with Tiger Jeet Singh 
to take on Big Van Vader and Animal 
Hamaguchi. 

"I hope I have not bitten off more 
than I can chew,” said Inoki before 
the match. “Singh and I are well up 
іп years, while Hamaguchi and 
Vader are still in their primes. I am 
going to have to wrestle at my very 
best.” 

Inoki did just that. After more than 
15 minutes of action, Inoki caught 
Hamaguchi with an enzuigiri, the ka- 
rate kick to the back of the head that 
he made famous. Three seconds lat- 
er, the fans rose to their feet not only 
to applaud the victory, but to salute 
Inoki for another shining moment in 
a truly remarkable career. 
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TERRY FUNK vs. JERRY LAWLER 


Revenge was all that was on Jerry 
Lawler’s mind. Although “The King” 
had regained the USWA champion- 
ship by defeating Austin Idol in a 
tournament final on October 8 in 
Memphis, it was what happened af- 
ter that match that concerned Lawler 
the most. 

After Lawler pinned Idol, he was 
attacked by Terry Funk and Eddie 
Gilbert. He quickly signed a contract 
to meet Funk on November 5 at the 
Mid-South Coliseum, but defending 
his belt was only secondary. 

“I could beat Funk 10 years ago, 
and I'm still twice the wrestler that 


Lawler pushes Funk out of the ring 


he is,” said Lawler before his bout 
against the wily Texan. “He thinks 
he’s really tough, but then he has to 
double-team people all the time. His 
career is on borrowed time, and I'll 
prove it by cleanly pinning him and 
driving him out of the USWA 
forever.” 

Unfortunately for Lawler, the bout 
turned out to be anything but a fair 
contest. It was a wild brawl from the 
outset, with both men fighting not 
only inside the ring, but at ringside 
and throughout the Coliseum as well. 
At one point, fans scattered for cover 
as Funk picked up a chair and threw 
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it at Lawler. 

When Funk and Lawler finally re- 
tumed to the ring after several min- 
utes of fighting through the stands, 
Eddie Gilbert showed up at ringside. 
He waited for referee Jerry Calhoun 
to be distracted by Funk, then 

“climbed up to the ring apron and 
threw Funk a chain. 

When Lawler spotted Gilbert on 
the apron, he completely forgot 
about the match. He raced over to 
Gilbert and belted him with lefts and 
rights, knocking “Hot Stuff’ to the 
arena floor. 

After Gilbert, Lawler 
tumed around to devote his attention 
to Funk. However, Funk had 
wrapped his right fist with the chain, 


Funk boots “The King” 
and used it to deliver a crushing 
blow to Lawler's head. Funk then 
rolled up Lawler for ће pinfall and 
the title. 
“Tm dedicating this victory to the 
people of Tennessee,” said Funk sar- 
j after the match. “For too 
long, they've had to root for a pansy 
like Lawler. Now, they've got a real 
man as champion. This will teach 


^ Lawler—and a lot of other people 


around here—never to assume I'm 
over the hill.” 


Randy Savage is a former WWF 
World champion, but during the past 
year he's been in a pronounced 
slump. During most of 1990, the lithe 
tulebreaker remained completely out 
of contention for the championship 
that he held between WrestleManias 
IV and V. 

So what's a “Macho King” to do? 
Let his manager do the dirty work, of 
course. 

During a Brother Love interview 
with the popular WWF champion, 
Sensational Sherri interrupted the 
Proceedings to offer the Warrior a 
contract to wrestle Savage. When 
Warrior refused to sign it (and, in 
fact, ripped the contract to shreds) 
Sherri slapped him in the face—not 
once, but three times. 

The manic Warrior flew into a 
rage, but failed to strike Shemi. In- 


stead, Warrior went directly to the | 


WWF championship committee and 
ordered that Savage be granted 
matches for the WWF World title. 


SCOREBOARD 


. THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR vs. RANDY SAVAGE 


Savage pursues the Warrior 


Savage’s wish had been granted, but 
now he had to face a Warrior who 
was twice as violent as before. 
Savage had barely made his way 
to the ring at the Arco Arena in Sac- 


brutally attacked by an incensed 
Warrior. Within seconds, the champi- 
on had pulled Savage out of the ring 


Sherri interferes with her shoe 


and was pounding him with a bar- 
rage of fists. Savage, in a typical act 
of cowardice, pulled Sheri in front of 
him in an effort to stop the assault. 

After breaking Warrior's concen- 
tration, Savage next set out to break 
his body. Savage scored with several 
suplexes, then tossed Warrior from 
the ring and blasted him with a flying 
axhandle from the top tumbuckle. 
Warrior eventually made his way 
back to the ring, but the brutal attack 
by Savage only seemed to have an- 
gered him. 

Warrior whipped Savage into the 
ropes, then caught him with a pow- 
erful gorilla-press and slam. When 
Warrior bounded off the ropes to 
catch Savage with a splash, Sherri 
reached under the ropes and tripped 
the champion. Incensed, Warrior left 
the ring to chase Sherri while Savage 
lay unconscious on the mat. Referee 
Joey Marella had no choice but to 
count the Warrior out and award the 
match to Savage. 
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Just one day before he defeated 
Lex Luger for the U.S. title, Stan Han- 
sen had a dream. He was scheduled 
to meet NWA World champion Sting 
on October 26 in Richmond, Virginia, 
and visions of a double-champion- 
ship were dancing his head. 

“Hell, І own three titles in Japan 
already,” said Hansen before the 
match, his mouth dripping with to- 
bacco juice. “Tonight, I'm gonna 
beat that pretty boy Sting and win 
my second World title. Tomorrow, 
ГІ defeat Luger for his U.S. belt. Af- 
ter that, who knows? Maybe I can 
win the TV belt, too.” 
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Sting slams Hansen 


STING vs. STAN HANSEN 


Sting wasn’t going to let Hansen 
walk all over him. Instead, he came 
up with a novel idea about how he 
would go about his match with “The 
Lariat.” 

“Tm going to wrestle him,” said 
Sting before the bout. “TI let him 
brawl all he wants to, but every time 
he hits me with a punch, ГЇЇ retaliate 
by putting him in an armlock. For 
every kick, hell get а suplex. You 
see? He'll be so confused by the 
time he's through with me that he'll 
probably have to go back to the 
locker room just to catch his breath.” 
Sting’s plan worked beautifully, at 


= 


least during the early stages of the 
match. Hansen attacked Sting after 
the opening bell, but the champion 
locked up the Texan's right arm and 
pulled him to the mat. When Hansen 
eventually escaped that hold by 
reaching for the ropes, he dragged 
Sting out of the ring and tried to blast 
him with a chair. Sting ducked out of 
the way, Hansen slammed the 
comerpost, and the sound of metal 
on metal could be heard throughout 
the arena. 

When the pair retumed to the ring, 
Sting took over in eamest. He 
whipped Hansen into the comer, 
then scored big with a jarring “Sting- 
er splash.” Hansen sagged to the 
canvas, then rolled out of the ring. 

Sensing defeat, Hansen grabbed 
his bullrope from the timekeeper’s 
table. He rushed into the ring and 
wrapped the rope around the cham- 
pion’s throat. Referee Mike Adkins 
counted to five, but the maniacal 
Texan refused to pay attention. 
Adkins called for ће bell, disqualify- 
ing Hansen and putting a quick end 
to his championship dream. 


“Stinger” facerakes Hansen 


SCOREBOARD 


m 


Gen. Skandor Akbar was in a very 
good mood. He had just signed a 
contract pitting himself and two 
members of Devastation Inc.—John 
Tatum and Angel of Death—against a 
trio that included Kevin Von Erich 
and Skip Young. However, it was the 
third member of the opposing team 
that filled his black heart with sadistic 
glee. 


blight on all of World Class, He's just 


fact alone is enough to make me 
want to wipe him out.” 

The youngest Von Erich was well 
aware of Akbar’s intentions before 
agreeing to appear in the match. 

“Tm not afraid of that old geezer,” 
laughed the 20-year-old before the 
bout. “I can take him anytime, any- 
where. Plus, I've got the two best 
wrestlers in World Class by my side. 


Young holds Tatum for Kevin's elbowsmash 


“Finally, I'm going to get my hands Akbar may be laughing now, but 
on that runt Chris Von Erich,” said Һе? be looking for new proteges af- 
the Saudi manager. “This guy is a ter we beat him and his men.” 


Von Erich’s prediction appeared to 


too small and puny to be a pro wres- be correct, as Kevin and Young 
tler. Plus, he’s a Von Erich, and that gained the immediate advantage. watch his back.” o 


JOHN TATUM, ANGEL OF DEATH, & GEN. SKANDOR AKBAR vs. 
SKIP YOUNG, KEVIN VON ERICH, & CHRIS VON ERICH 


The scientific team used aerial tactics 
to keep the lumbering Angel and the 
brawling Tatum off-guard for most of 
the early stages of the bout. 

After being behind for minutes, 
Akbar knew he had to take drastic 
measures. When Angel threw Kevin 
from the ring, he ordered Tatum to 
attack Young on the arena floor. With 
Young and Von Erich incapacitated, 
Chris was left alone in the ring with 
all three rulebreakers. 

Fortunately for Chris, a three-on- 
one attack never materialized. Steve 
Simpson ran from the dressing room 
and attacked the rulebreakers, which 
Prompted referee Bronco Lubich to 
call for a disqualification for the Von 


Erich team. 

“No way I was going to let my 
mate Chris get stomped by three 
bullies,” said Simpson, who recently 
retumed to Texas. “If Akbar wants of 
Piece of him, let him challenge him 
to a one-on-one match. Until then, 
Chris knows he can count on me to 
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GREG VALENTINE 


It seems so hard to believe: For the first time in seven years, Greg Valentine is no longer part of the 
World Wrestling Federation. Although the son of wrestling legend Johnny Valentine had faded out of ti- 
tle contention during the past two years, по one can argue that “Тһе Hammer” failed to make his mark 

оп the federation. 

Valentine makes his mark wherever he wrestles. The 20-year veteran boasts a sadistic streak that 
made him more feared than his father ever was. Using his viselike figure-four leglock, Valentine has in- 
tentionally snapped the legs of dozens of opponents. In 1977, Valentine cackled with glee as he 
cracked the tibia of Wahoo McDaniel by cinching in his figure-four and refusing to release it, even after 
the referee had called for the bell. A year later, he did the same thing to popular Chief Jay Strongbow. 

No matter where Valentine has traveled, he’s broken legs and won titles. He won the NWA World tag 
team championship with Ric Flair back in 1977. He also captured the Mid-Atlantic championship, and 
held the NWA U.S. title twice. Ы y 

Upon returning to the WWF in 1984, Valentine immediately did the two things he liked best: On Sep- 
tember 24 in London, Ontario, he defeated Tito Santana for the Intercontinental championship while se- 
verely damaging the Mexican star's right leg with the figure-four. Santana was knocked out of action for 

months, but he battled back to defeat Valentine іп a steel cage match on July 6, 1985, in Baltimore. 
Instead of dwelling on the loss, Valentine turned his attention to the WWF World tag team title. He 
chose as his partner Brutus Beefcake, a somewhat awkward young competitor who possessed a great 
deal of potential. Valentine taught his young protege the fundamentals of the sport, and it immediately 
paid dividends: Valentine and Beefcake upset Barry Windham and Mike Rotundo to win the title on Au- 
gust 24, 1985, in Philadelphia. The rulebreaking duo held the belts for eight months until The British 
Bulldogs defeated them at WrestleMania ІІ. Х 
їп recent years, Valentine went through several тападегѕ—їгот Lou Albano to Johnny Valiant to 
Jimmy Hart—but had been unable to regain his championship form. During 1990, Valentine dyed his 
hair jet-black and joined The Honky Tonk Man іп a tag team known as Rhythm 'п' Blues, but the duo 
was embarrassed in title matches against The Hart Foundation. Angered by the losses, and weighed 


down by other factors, Valentine departed the WWF in late-November. 
“Valentine feels he has some championships left in him,” said Senior Editor Bill Apter, who inter- 
viewed the wrestler in New York. “Greg is frustrated, and that’s not a good sign. | feel sorry for wrestlers 
in the independent ranks, because Valentine seems to be in the mood to cripple again.” 


Ц 


WRESTLING 91: Опе of the big- 
gest questions on the minds of 
many fans right now, Greg, is why 
you suddenly decided to leave the 
WWF after competing there for so 
many years. 

VALENTINE: Well, | haven't really 
left altogether. I've just become an 
independent contractor, so to 
speak. Г still compete іп the 
WWF from time to time, but only if 
the right kind of matches are of- 
fered to me. But now, l've got the 
freedom to go anywhere | want to 
go. | can compete in the NWA, the 
independent federations, or even 
the AWA if | want to. I'm just go- 
ing to wrestle wherever there are 
championships to be won. 
WRESTLING 91: I've just got to 


ask you about what you've been 
doing during the past few months. 


. You dyed your hair black after 


Jimmy Hart merged your talents 
with those of The Honky Tonk 
Man. How did you feel about your 
Rhythm 'n’ Blues tag team—and 
your new image? 

VALENTINE: | did it out of bore- 
dom, really. | was getting stale, 
and | wasn't getting the champion- 
ship matches | wanted. Jimmy 
came to me with the idea of form- 
ing а rock ’n' roll tag team. At first, 
1 didn’t like the idea—in fact, | hat- 
ed й—Ыш the longer | thought 
about it, the more that | figured 
that putting a shock into some 
People may not be such a bad 
idea. On the other hand, | didn’t 


want to degrade myself while do- 
ing it. At the last minute, | just 
threw up my hands and figured, 
why not? Hart promised me | 
could get some championship tag 
team matches, and | was hungry 
to win a title again. 

WRESTLING 91: Were you really 
happy with your new image, 
though? You and Honky Tonk 
Man spent as much time singing 
as you did wrestling. 

VALENTINE: At first | thought it 
was pretty cool. But after a while, | 
have to admit that | hated it. I'm a 
wrestler, not a singer. But during 
our matches with The Hart Foun- 
dation, | started feeling like the old 
Greg Valentine again. | started 
feeling good about getting into 
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ирет ачап, апы п тале те 
realize that | should be concentrating 
on getting back to wrestling—mean- 
rig pure wrestling. Soon after that, | 
decided it was time to get away from 
the WWF, at least from full-time com- 
petition in the WWF. 

WRESTLING 91: Do you feel that 
you've been in a slump? 
VALENTINE: Most definitely. 
WRESTLING 91: What do you think 
caused that? 

VALENTINE: | think it was a clear 
case of mismanagement on the part 
of Jimmy Hart. In the past couple of 
years, I've only had one measly shot 
at a title, and that was against The 
Ultimate Warrior for the Intercontinen- 
tal belt back in '89. Before that, you 
have to go back a few years to my 
previous title matches against Hulk 
Hogan for the World title. That was 
when | held the 1-С belt. 
WRESTLING 91: You've said many 
times that you could beat Hogan, yet 
you were never able to pin his shoul- 
ders to the mat. What do you think 
prevented you from beating him? 
VALENTINE: Well, we met each oth- 
er during our primes, so | can’t use 
timing as an excuse. | just didn't 
have enough chances, and that gets 
into the poor management that l'm 
talking about. [Paul] Orndorff had a 
million chances, for instance. | think 
that if | had been able to get a few 
more shots at him, | could certainly 
have beaten him. Like | said, | blame 
it all on having the wrong managers 
at the wrong times. 

WRESTLING 91: Although you've 
never captured the World belt, you've 
compensated for that by becoming a 
very good tag team wrestler. You've 
had many partners, such as Ric Flair, 
Brutus Beefcake, and Dino Bravo, 
and obviously you've had a great 
deal of success in that area. But do 
you think that spending so much time 
in tag teams has hurt your singles 
career? 

VALENTINE: Well, l'Il tell you, it does 
change your timing. For a long time | 
was a singles competitor, and then | 
kind of made a full-time switch to tag 
teams. | don’t think it really made a 
difference in terms of my wrestling 
ability, but it did affect me in certain 
ways. Actually, you can get lazy be- 
ing a tag team wrestler, because you 
always have someone to save you at 
all times. But I've always stayed in 
great shape, so I’d never use that as 
an excuse. I'll prove how capable | 
am as а single in the coming 
months, | assure you 


Greg Valentine elbowdrops Roddy Piper during their infamous dog collar chain match at Starrcade '83. 
Valentine calls Piper one of the roughest men he's ever faced. 


WRESTLING 91: Another man who 
currently is proving his worth as a 
wrestler is Roddy Piper, who has 
stepped out of the WWF announcing 
booth and is getting back in the ring. 
You had a horribly violent feud 
against Piper, particularly when you 
squared off against him in that- dog- 
collar chain match in 1983. What do 


you think Piper's chances of being a 
successful competitor—or a champi- 
on—are today? 

VALENTINE: (pauses) 

WRESTING 91: It looks like | may 
have hit a sore point with you. 
VALENTINE: Not really. | feuded with 
him in the past, but | have no desire 
to meet up with him now. | will say 


RIC FLAIR: “VALENTINE WAS MY BEST PARTNER EVER" 

During the late-'70s, Greg Valentine and Ric Flair were constantly making 
news. At times, they'd be engaging in a violent and bloody feud with each 
other throughout the NWA. At other times, they'd be teaming up to go 
against the popular duos of their era, including Paul Jones and Wahoo 
McDaniel, and Jack and Jerry Brisco. 

Flair and Valentine were much better together than 
they could ever be apart. In fact, the “Nature Boy” 
recently claimed that he was never better as a tag 
team wrestler than he was during those days. 

“Greg was definitely my best partner ever," said 
Flair, who currently is teaming with Arn Anderson in 
quest of Doom’s NWA World title. “биге, Arn is an 
excellent team member, but we haven't been able to 
take the World belts’ yet like Greg and | did. When 
Greg and | were teaming, we were both young, and we 
4 2, were exceptionally hungry. Believe me, nobody ever 
Valentine & Flair pushed us around.” 

Valentine also looks back with fondness to the time when he teamed with 
Flair, but doubts if they could ever recapture the magic they once shared. 

“Sure, Ric was a good partner,” Valentine said. “But | never really knew 
if | could trust the guy. Remember, after we lost the title we got into a feud 
all over again. Seems | have that trouble with a lot of my tag team partners. 
Remember, Brutus Beefcake turned against me after we lost the WWF 
World title, too.” 

Now that he’s leaving the WWF, could Valentine be setting his sights on 
an NWA return—and possibly a resumption of the Flair-Valentine team? 

“Who knows what the future holds?” laughed Valentine. “As long as l'm 
bustin’ legs and winning titles, l'Il be happy.” 


—Bill Apter 


that Roddy is one of the roughest 
wrestlers I've fought against. | think 
he can probably do anything he sets 
his mind on doing. 

WRESTLING 91: Who do you think 
would win a match between Piper 
and The Ultimate Warrior? 
VALENTINE: | would say if anyone 
could outsmart the Warrior, it would 
have to be Piper. That's really all | 
have to say about that. 
WRESTLING 91: So what are your 
plans now that you're departing the 
WWF? | understand you have de- 
signs on Carlos Colon's WWC Uni- 
versal title. 

VALENTINE: That's true. I've just is- 
sued a challenge to Colon for that 
belt. | live in Florida, so it would be a 
nice little vacation for me to go down 
to Puerto Rico and whip his butt. I've 
seen a lot of matches from that area 
lately, and it really bugs me how Co- 
lon keeps going around saying he 


can beat everybody with his figure- 
four. | got away from using my figure- 
four a little bit while | was teaming 
with Honky Tonk, because it's hard 
to use it effectively in a tag team 
match—usually, someone will come 
into the ring to save his partner. But 
now that I’m a single again, | think I'll 
go down there and use my “heart- 
breaker" on Mr. Colon. 
WRESTLING 91: | take it you're re- 
ferring to that plastic brace you wear 
оп your left leg. | can't believe you 
get away with that. 


After going after The Ultimate Warrior's Intercontinental titie іп 1989 (left), Valentine hooked up with The 
Honky Tonk Man to form Rhythm 'п' Blues (above). 


VALENTINE: Why not? It's a 
shinguard that | use to protect an old 
injury. 

WRESTLNG 91: I'm not buying that 
for a minute. | think you use the 
shinguard to add pressure to your 
figure-four. 

VALENTINE: No way. Anything you 
would wrap your leg with, even tape 
or knee pads, tends to make the hold 
tighter. But as far as helping to break 
а guy’s leg, | don’t buy it. That’s just 
an excuse my beaten opponents use. 
WRESTLING 91: | don’t think so. | 


` remember some matches where Ron 


Garvin got that shinguard off you, 
and he used it against you. Seems to 
me he beat you pretty easily with it 
VALENTINE: As | see it, the WWF 
shouldn't have allowed Garvin to get 
away with that. After all, it's not his 
leg that’s injured. 

WRESTLING 91: Is the WWC the 
only federation you're looking to com- 
pete in? 

VALENTINE: Not really. I've been 
looking at the Universal Wrestling 
Federation, too. They've got some 
very good talent, so I'm looking for- 
ward to going to California and trying 
my hand there. Plus, there's an old 


friend of mine I'm looking forward to 
seeing again. l'Il tell you, it'll be nice 
to see John Tolos again. 
WRESTLING 91: Nice? John Tolos? 
| thought you two had a major falling 
out during the '705! 

VALENTINE: Yeah, that's true, but 
that was way back in 1976. He end- 
ed up retiring after that, and we even- 
tually became friends again. He has 
one of the most calculating minds of 
any manager I've ever met. And be- 
lieve me, after putting up with Jimmy 
Hart for the past couple of years, | 
could use some good advice. 
WRESTLING 91: So what is your 
main goal right now? Where would 
Greg Valentine like to be a year from 
now? 

VALENTINE: The main thing is to 
reestablish myself as a world-class 
competitor again. | don’t think I've 
really lost that much, even though 
Гуе been spinning my wheels for a 
bit in the WWF. | think the best way 
to do that is to win a title again. | 
haven't had the feel of gold around 
my waist in five years. I'm gonna be 
a titleholder again, even if | have to 
bust up a few legs to get there. 
That's really all there is to it. o 


Wrestling 91 / 33 


WRESTLING’S TOP 
WHAT '91 HAS INS 


The Ultimate Warrior 


Can Sting retain the NWA World title? Will 
The Ultimate Warrior be equal to Hulk 
Hogan's challenge in their inevitable 
rematch? Can Larry Zbyszko dig into his 
bag of tricks for another year and retain 
the AWA World title? These questions and 
many others are answered in this Wrestling 
91 special analysis 
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Terry Funk 


N JANUARY 1, 1990, Ric Flair was the NWA World 
champion, Hulk Hogan was the WWF World champi- 
on, and Larry Zbyszko was the AWA World champion 
Only Zbyszko was able to end the year with a belt, and 
he had to regain his title after losing it to Mr. Saito. 
On January 1, 1990, Rick and Scett Steiner were the 
NWA World tag team champions, Demolition held the 
WWF World tag team championship, and Mike Enos and 
Wayne Bloom were the AWA World tag team champions. 
None survived 1990 intact. 
Jerry Lawler was the USWA champion; Terry Funk has 
the belt now. Lex Luger was U.S. champion; now it's 
Stan Hansen. The Ultimate Warrior was WWF Interconti- 


HAMPIONS: 
‘ORE FOR THEM 


a | 
Vie Steamboat 


nental champion; he’s survived quite nicely, and now 
possesses the World title. 

But all of this just proves the one constant fact of 
wrestling life: A champion is never a champion forever. In 
most cases, his shelf life won't even be a year. And a 
champion on New Year's Day 1991 almost certainly won't 
be champion on New Year's Day 1992. 

‘Wrestling,’ Ric Flair once said, “is a constant battle 
against inevitable loss." 

A champion always has to hold off familiar challengers 
while keeping a sharp eye on the new ones. He is always 
the target of enemies and eager youngsters. His schedule 
is usually the most difficult in the federation. 


Larry Zbyszko 


The Hart Foundation 


There is no off-season in wrestling. Wrestlers don't gear 
up for six months then go on summer vacation. They're in 
action all year long. There’s no time for relaxation, There’s 
no time for a breather. Champions must overcome injury, 
exhaustion, and lady luck on virtually a daily basis. 

In most cases, they don't stand a chance. 

Which champions will survive 1991? Who will their top 
challengers be? Which champions won't survive—and who 
will take their belts away? Those are the questions the 
editors of Wrestling 91 hope to answer in this special 
section. 

Get ready for the future—it'll be here sooner than you 
think! 
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opponents 

(above). Ҥ Warrior can get by his 
next confrontation with the 
“Hulkster,”” he could be champion 
for at least another year. 


RESTLEMANIA HAS BECOME the turning point. For 

over four years, the WWF World heavyweight title 
was stable in the hands of Hulk Hogan. Then WrestleMa- 
nia ІМ got the wheels of change іп motion. 

On March 27, 1988, Randy Savage won the WWF 
World title tournament at WrestleMania IV in Atlantic City. 
At WrestleMania V, also in Atlantic City, Hogan regained 
the title from Savage. At WrestleMania VI, this time in 
Toronto, Hogan lost the belt to The Ultimate Warrior. 

WrestleMania VII will be in Los Angeles, California. Can 
the Warrior make it through the night? 

Invall likelihood, the Warrior will wrestle Hogan in a 
rematch of WrestleMania VI. That day, that match, is 
what 1991 has in store for The Ultimate Warrior. 

If the Warrior сап make it through that match, his 
WWF World title reign will likely extend through another 
year, at least to WrestleMania VIII. He will have passed 
his most difficult test: beating Hogan in a rematch. And, 
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as the Warrior has proven, the current crop of WWF 
challengers really isn't much of a match for him. 

Besides Hogan, the man most capable of beating the 
Warrior is Randy Savage. The former World champ is 
rounding back into form and has worked his way up the 
contenders’ ladder. If Savage can regain his pre-Wrestle- 
Mania V form, he might have the overall skills and desire 
necessary to test the Warrior. 

He'll get his chance. The Warrior is waiting for a chal- 
lenge. While he’s waiting for Hogan—and maybe even 
after he holds off Hogan—Savage can try and regain the 
glory. 

One man who probably won't get a shot at the Warrior 
is Intercontinental champion Kerry Von Erich. The Warrior 
and Kerry have forged a solid friendship that doesn't seem 
ready to break. Sure, the Warrior is an unstable man. But 
Kerry is very loyal and happy with his 1-С title. 

Why shouldn't he be? Not too long аро, many people 


FEDERATION 


had written off Kerry as past his prime. And, of course, 
Kerry has his hands full holding off Cutt Hennig, from 
whom he won the title at SummerSlam '90. 

Although Von Erich has been successful so far in his 
title defenses, the war against “Mr. Perfect’ can only be 
described as too close to call. On several occasions, 
Hennig, a master wrestling technician (and a real cheat), 
has come extremely close to regaining the title. 

How long can Von Erich hold off the challenge? Not 
very long, in our opinion. This is a classic battle between 
two very evenly matched wrestlers. There is a very good 
chance that as '91 wears on, the 1-С title will change 
hands several times. 

WWF World tag team champions The Hart Foundation 
really have their hands full. The WWF is loaded with 
outstanding tag teams: Demolition, The Rockers, Power & 
Glory, and The Legion of Doom. 

The Harts are fan favorites, but when it comes to titles 


The Legion of Doom knows no boundaries. Hawk and 
Animal came to the WWF with two specific goals: to 
embarrass Demolition and to become the only team in 
wrestling history to win world titles in the three top 
federations. 

That goal is within reach 

Of course, if Hawk and Animal aren't the team to 
dethrone the Harts, Demolition will follow right behind. 
Ax, Smash, and Crush, too, hunger for the title. They had 
it for so long. They want it again. 

Then there's The Rockers, who already won the belts 
from the Harts only to have them taken away by WWF 
President Jack Tunney just days later. Sooner or later, 
justice will prevail. 

The WWF has become a fierce battleground. As cham- 
pions strive for longevity and newcomers view for belts, 
the upcoming year should be very interesting. 

It certainly won't be stable. п 
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OOR STING. POOR Stan Hansen. Poor Rick and 
Scott Steiner. Poor Doom 

All of these champions would be lucky to make it 
through the summer. By New Year's Day 1992, they'll be 
thinking about what was, but isn’t anymore. 

Memories. 

Sting will be thinking about how he managed to hold 
off Sid Vicious’ vicious challenge (the man is too raw to 
be champion), then solved the mystery of The Black 
Scorpion, only to lose his NWA World title back to Ric 
Flair, the man he won it from in the first place. 

Vicious has served as a healthy distraction for Flair. At 
first, the “‘Nature Boy” didn’t like the idea of Vicious 
getting title shots at Sting. Then Flair realized that Vicious 
could weaken Sting without actually winning the title. 

Vicious, as we said, is too raw, too inexperienced, and 
too wild. He doesn’t know how to harness his energies. 
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But he's a powerful man, and his assaults on the title 
have taken their toll on the ‘‘Stinger.’’ 

How about The Black Scorpion? Can he be taken seri- 
ously? Mystery is. one thing. Actually having the tools to 
pin a man's shoulders to the mat is quite another. Espe- 
cially when that man is Sting, a еа talented 
grappler, to be sure. 

Flair has waited patiently. He wants to match Harley's 
Race's record and become the NWA's second seven-time 
World champion. When the time is right, Flair will strike. 
The man is too smart to simply stand by while others fight 
for what he feels is rightfully his 

By the way, Sting would do well to remember another 
wrestler who would just love to snap the NWA World 
championship belt around his waist: Lex Luger. 

Luger is no longer U.S. champion. He is a frustrated 
non-champion who never could win the World title: from 


Flair, Of course, he's never had the chance to wrestle 
Sting in a World title situation. Luger is angry enough to 
turn against his friend. 

Sting should beware. 

Stan Hansen is one of the toughest individuals in the 
game. Next year at this time, he'll be thinking about how 
Luger, or Terry Taylor, or Brian Pillman, or some newcom- 
er, robbed him of his U.S. title 

Hansen is a hungry man who always wants more. He’s 
U.S. champ now, but he wants the World title. While he’s 
thinking about it, some young punk might rush up from 
behind and take away his U.S. title. 

Our choice is Taylor, who is rounding back into form 
following a humiliating tenure in the WWF. The days of 
the Red Rooster are over. The outstanding scientific wres- 
Мег is returning. He's desperate to prove that he's по 
chicken; he's desperate to make up for lost time. 


Hansen vs. Taylor would be hunger vs hunger. It’s 
something Hansen will have to deal with ... while also 
dealing with a talented lineup of fan favorites and maybe 
even a few shots at Sting’s belt. 

NWA World tag team champions Ron Simmons and 
Butch Reed—Doom—face a nearly impossible task over 
the coming year. Although the Steiner brothers hold the 
U.S. tag team title, they want the World belts. Flair and 
Arn Anderson have proven to be a mighty tag team duo. 
The Nasty Boys are moving up. The Freebirds are always 
lurking. The Master Blasters are the new-look Road War- 
riors. The Southern Boys are explosive. 

Yes, the NWA, like the WWF, is loaded with outstand- 
ing tag teams. It’s a situation that makes stability impos- 
sible, but excitement the key word. 

Our suggestion to the NWA champions: Don’t get too 
comfortable. Disaster is just around the corner! 
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AMERICAN WRESTLING А 
UNITED STATES WRESTLIP 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST, 
INTERNATIONAL CHAMP 


ARRY ZBYSZKO: THE embarrassment. 

Larry Zbyszko: The AWA World champion. 

How does he do it? How does a man with so little skill 
continue to survive with one of the most important titles 
in the sport? 

More to the point, how does he do it when a man like 
Nikita Koloff is in the same federation? And when numer- 
ous other independent wrestlers are allowed to enter the 
AWA at a moment's notice and take their shots at the 
title? 

Well, we have the answer: The AWA runs very few cards 
these days. Zbyszko rarely has to defend his title. When 
he does, he’s fresh and ready to wrestle. But Nikita is 
waiting. And Tommy Jammer has taken his shots, too. 

Time is running out for Zbyszko. Unfortunately, we've 
been saying that for a long time. 
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USWA title from Terry Funk 
(bottom left), better watch out 
for Tony Anthony (below). 


мыса 


The Trooper and D.J. Peterson аге the AWA World tag 
champs, but there’s nobody waiting in the wings, Stagna- 
tion could be a problem for Trooper and Peterson, who 
like to keep active. Unless they can remain focused in 
their training, they could fall prey to a team rewed up to 
take the belts. 

The real war is in the USWA, where new heavyweight 
champion Terry Funk and former champ Jerry Lawler are 
battling for blood and pride. Quite sitnply, these men hate 
each other with a passion. Their battle will be waged for 
some time to come, no matter who holds the belt. 

If Lawler regains the title, he'll not only have to deal 
with Funk but with Eddie Gilbert and Austin Idol, too. As 
for Funk—well, Jeff Jarrett would love a piece of his title. 

In the USWA, inactivity isn’t a problem. The game 
there is called ‘‘survival."’ 


\SSOCIATION, 
(© ASSOCIATION, 


IONSHIP WRESTLING 


Tony Anthony and Doug Gilbert, the USWA tag 
champs, will also have a hard time surviving the year. 
Perhaps Idol and Eddie Gilbert can help Anthony and 
Doug Gilbert survive by holding off Lawler and Bill Dun- 
dee or a number of other title contenders. 

Steve Doll recently won the Pacific Northwest heavy- 
weight title from The Grappler, but Grappler won't take 
this loss lying down. Sure, he’s busy defending the PNW 
tag belts with The Equalizer, but Grappler has put too 
much into his war with Doll to rest on these laurels. 

The PNW, like several other federations, is a battle- 
ground. Scotty the Body, Scott Norton, and Rip Oliver are 
all title material. They'll make their Presence known in the 
months ahead. 

Scotty the Body, in particular, has been a PNW force 
for several years. Scotty, a fan favorite, recently started 


bringing a loaded boot to the ring for his matches against 
The Grappler. In our book, Scotty is simply a rulebreaker 
supported by the fans. 

The ICW has also been plagued by long stretches of 
inactivity, but champion Vic Steamboat is one of the 
sport's fastest-rising stars. He’s likely to hold the belt for 
months, since former champion Tony Atlas, Bob Orton, 
and Ken Patera have departed the federation. Steamboat 
is more likely to partake from a menu of younger challeng- 
ers, including Tasmanian Devil, Mondo Kleen, and Eric 
Sbracchia. Even comical Curly Moe wants a shot at the 
belt. 

The belt. That, of course, is what it's all about in every 
federation, It's what makes survival in this sport so diffi- 
cult for a champion . . . and survival for one year nearly 
impossible. ] 
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Ric Flair may not possess the NWA World championship that has always been so dear to him, but he is still one of the 
‘sport's outstanding competitors. His opponents would agree. 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


ALLOWEEN HAVOC NIGHT 

wasn't exactly the most glorious 
of Ric Flair’s career. Call it, in fact, 
the night Flair took а back seat to 
everybody. It was the night that being 
six-time former NWA World champion 
wasn't good enough. 

While Sting was busy defending 
his NWA World title against Sid Vi- 
cious (and Barry Windham!) and Lex 
Luger was losing his U.S. title to Stan 
Hansen, Flair was teaming with Arn 
Anderson in an attempt to win the 
World tag team title from Doom. 

Their attempt failed. Flair didn’t 
seem to mind. 

Afterward, Flair seemed more con- 
cerned with the Hansen-Luger bout, 
and with the Sting-Vicious match, an 
incredible event that turned into a 
fabulous hoax that almost left Vicious 
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with the World title. 

Interviewed after the card, Flair 
seemed to want to talk about Han- 
ѕеп'ѕ win over Luger most of all. 

“Luger's never had it,” Flair said. 
“Never will. He lacks something 
inside.” 

Asked about the match against 
Doom, Flair said: “We made a good 
try.” 

A “good try”? Since when has 
“good іту” been good enough for 
Flair? 

“I've had my moments,” Flair said. 
“РІ have them again.” 

At that point, a reporter brought up 
a fact nobody else in the media en- 
tourage had realized: Halloween Нау- 
oc '90 was the NWA’s first pay-per- 
view card with a singles main event 
not involving Flair. Every other time 
the NWA put its World title on the 
line on pay TV, Flair was involved: 

On July 10, 1988, he beat Luger in 


Baltimore at the Great American 
Bash. 

On December 26, 1988, he beat 
Luger again, this time in Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, at Starrcade. 

On February 20, 1989, in Chicago, 
he lost the title to Rick Steamboat at 
Chi-Town Rumble. 

On May 7, 1989, at Wrestle War in 
Nashville, he got it back. 

On July 23, 1989, at the Bash in 
Baltimore, he barely survived a Terry 
Funk onslaught. 

On February 25, 1990, he held off 
Luger again at Wrestle War. 

On May 19, 1990, in Washington, 
D.C., Luger failed for the’final time at 
Capital Combat. 

On July 7, 1990, at the Bash in 
Baltimore, Flair lost the belt to Sting. 

On October 27, 1990, in Chicago, 
Flair wrestled ... 

... on the undercard. 


“The mighty have fallen,” Sting 


"WHEN THE SMOKE CLEARS, 


[LL BE CHAMPION AGAIN?” 


Ric Flair is no longer the NWA World champion, but he 
contends he’s just between title reigns. And who’s to say 
he’s wrong? The six-time former NWA World champion 
has been a dominant force for over a decade. One day— 
perhaps sooner than you think—he’ll dominate again 


said. “I would have gladly given Flair 
а rematch, but the NWA wanted 
Vicious.” 
The mighty have fallen 
“Like | said, I'll be back," 
promised. “Better than ever.” 


Flair 


OOLSIDE IN THE Florida Keys. 

Late October, 1990. On a warm 
clear day, a beautiful afternoon for a 
swim, Ric Flair decides to relax by 
the pool of his spacious mansion. 

But where's the crowd? 

“I decided to give them the day 
off,” Flair insisted. 

Five years ago, beautiful women 
practically had to pay for a spot near 
Flair for a day of sunbathing. He was 
constantly surrounded by the most 
magnificent females in the world. 

Today, Flair is alone. Apparently, 
his magnetic attraction is hidden 


somewhere in the NWA World сһат-, 


pionship belt. 

“The women will always be here," 
Flair gloats. “Тһе charisma will al- 
ways be here. If | want the women, 
all | have to do is snap my fingers 
and they'll come running, Women 
judge me by what | am.” 

Or by what he was 

It has been nearly four months 
since Flair held the World title, the 
second-longest non-title stretch he’s 
ever experienced. Sting consistently 
held off Flair in their early rematches. 
Then Sting concentrated on other 
things and other opponents. 

“The NWA is in an unstable state 
right now,” Flair said. “Look at it 


There was that mess at Halloween 
Havoc that the officials totally 
botched up. Sid should have the belt. 
Then Hansen comes in and totally 
undresses Luger. Heck, І did plenty 
to mortalize Luger, but Hansen em- 
barrassed him. 

“Then there’s me,” Flair contin- 
ued. "I'm the six-time NWA World 


al,” Flair went оп. He got up from his 
lounge chair, threw off the towel he 
had around his neck, and walkec 
over to the edge of the pool. Flair is 
still in excellent shape. His career 
has spanned three decades, but he's 
still a model physical specimen. 
''m the real material. When 

don't have the belt, it's just on loan 


їп many of their encounters, Flair dominated 
Sting but couldn't maintain his edge. 


Р.І 


champion. I've done everything a 
person could ever ask for in his ca- 
геег—апа more—and I'm still not 
done yet. Believe me, Sting’s con- 
fused. He doesn't know which way to 
look next. I'm still not sure Sid is title 
material. Luger's done. Black Scorpi- 
on's tricky, but he’s missing 
something. 

“Then you get to the real materi- 


History proves that to be true. When 
I'm around, the guy with the title al- 
ways has to be looking over his 
shoulder. Things are a little hazy 
now, but when the smoke clears, l'Il 
be champion again.” 

Flair dove into the pool. It was a 
picture-perfect front somersault from 
the pool’s edge, without the aid of a 

(Continued on page 52) 


Firsthand Accounts From The Men 


It’s like no other event on 


the year’s wrestling 
calendar: The Royal 


Rumble is a test of a man’s 


stamina, determination, 
and willingness to do 
whatever it takes to win. 
How does it feel to go up 
against more than two 


dozen of the WWF's best? 


e 


Find out now from the men 


who’ve done it! 


By Kostya Kennedy 


ORGET ABOUT FRIENDSHIPS. Sus- 
pend all allegiances. It’s Royal Rum- 
ble time! 

On January 19 in Miami, the fourth 
annual edition of the WWF's most 
unique event, the Royal Rumble, will 
unfold. Be prepared for some big sur- 
prises. Expect the unexpected. 

Not that last year’s winner, Hulk Ho- 
gan, was unforeseen. Hogan made it 
known that winning the Rumble was a 
primary goal of his. And when the 
“Hulkster” is focused, it’s almost im- 
possible to stop him. 

Yet even Hogan would have to ad- 
mit that he was fortunate to come out 
on top. Luck of the draw (a prematch 
random pick of numbers determines 
the sequence of wrestlers’ entry into 
the match) said that Hogan would be 
the 25th man in the ring. He subse- 
quently eliminated five opponents and 
expended just 12:56 of wrestling ener- 
ву en route to victory. Ted DiBiase— 
the first man in the ring that night— 
spent a grueling 44:52 in the ring be- 
fore being tossed trom the bout. 

That’s why the Rumble is so intrigu- 
ing. It’s virtually impossible for even 
the fittest and strongest of wrestlers to 
survive if he picks a low number and 
must enter the match early. With fresh 
men coming into the ring once every 
two minutes, and no opportunity to 
rest, picking a number any lower than, 
say, 15 or 20 virtually ensures defeat: 

Фп 1988, winner Hacksaw Duggan 
entered 13th out of 20 competitors. 

ФІп 1989, winner John Studd en- 
tered 27th out of 30 competitors, 

ФІп 1990, winner Hulk Hogan en- 
tered 25th out of 30 competitors, 

The numbers game is also what 
turns friends against friends and 
makes enemies of everyone. Just look 
at the 1989 Rumble when Demolition’s 
Ax and Smash, normally partners in 
Crime, were the first two in the ring. 
They battled each other so fiercely that 
both were among the first four 
eliminated. 

No, there’s no way of telling what 
this year’s Royal Rumble has in store. 
One can only look to the past to get a 
feeling of what the Rumble is all 
about. With that in mind, Wrestling 91 
spoke with some of the men who 
were instrumental in Rumbles of the 
past. 

(Continued on page 58) 
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(Continued from page 14) 
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BA: Lex Luger just wants the op- 
portunity to win his title back. Why 
won't you let him? 

SH: Champions have spent their 


strip you of the title if you don't give 
Luger a rematch. 
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aged 


ions. Hell, I 
to my matches even though 
afford my own damned plane. 
has my guts today? Maybe one 
them Steiner brothers. Ah, on sec- 
ond thought, no; they’re college 
kids, and they ain’t worth a damn, 
neither. 


EE: What you're saying is there 
aren't any contenders for the throne. 
SH: I’m saying I don’t see many 
people I’d саге to share a beer with. 
BA: It’s crazy to suggest that there 
aren't any wrestlers with as much 
guts as you. What about Sting? The 
way he returned from serious injury. 
Or Kerry Von Erich? Or Hulk Hogan? 
SH: I wouldn’t give you a nickel 
for the whole lot of them. 
EE: That’s three cents more than 
id. 


SH: Maybe Steve Williams. 
There’s а man who's taken а few 
gut-checks in his day. Га have din- 
ner with him. 

BA: I'm sure he'd be honored. O 


GORGEOUS LADIES 
OF WRESTLING 


G.L.O.W. 


Vol. I 


3 Sensational Tag Team і 

Matches: Royal Hawaiian and Spanish Red vs 
California Doll and Americana, Sara and Mabel} 
vs. Salt and Pepper, Hollywood and Vine vs.Ting 
and Ashley. PLUS: The battle for the G.L.O.W. 
crown: Matilda the Hun vs. Tammy Jones 
58min (Color 


Vol. П 


Olympia vs. Jungle Woman 

Spanish Red vs. Americana 
Corporal Kelly and Attache vs. Southem Belles 
Scarlett and Terror, Heavy Metal Sisters Chain 
Saw and Spike vs. The Cheerleaders, Hollywood 

and Vine vs. 350 
1b. Mt. Fiji and тоге! 
58 min /Color 


Vol. Ш 
Fans beware...Anything goes! 
Spanish Red vs. The Cheerleaders 
Dallas vs. Ninotchka, The Street 
Fight( 8 Ladies in the Ring, $16,000 and 
champagne to the winning team!) 
and much more! 
57 min./Color 
— m ee a 
Send To: 
T.V. Sports Video, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1672 
Greenwich, CT 06836 
EACH TAPE: $24.95 
Plus $3.00 shipping & handling 
Visa Or MasterCard Orders 
Call: 1-800-729-0360 
VHS FORMAT ONLY 


J? lease send me the volumes checked above 

р  CISAVE $10.00! Set of all3 tapes on р 
sale for $64.85 

C Check or money order enclosed & І 

made payable to T.V.Sports Video Ё 

J 0 Visa or MasterCard 


І Expiration date L 
1 ме 

І 

І 

І 


Address 
City 
ЭШИ ee “ӘЙ 

g Vides total $ 

plus $3.00 each postage & handling 


[Total amount $ 


(Allow up to four Weeks for delivery, Foreign orders must 
пса $6.00 each for air mail postage & handling. 
INTERNATIONAL MONEY ORDERS ONLY. NoPAL, only | 
NTSC system compatible. Tapes are guaranteed against 
[ teas опу. Detective tapes иШ be eplaced witha dapat 


when returned within 10 days of receipt. Please include П 
writen information regarding the defect and send to the 
address above. No other returns allowed.) 
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Ric Flair 


(Continued from page 43) 


The feud with NWA World tag team champions Doom (above) has at least temporarily sidetracked Flair 
from his quest to regain the World title. 


Flair really enjoying himself in tag team competition, or would he rather be on his own, pursuing the 


в 
World championship he had 


become so accustomed to possessing? 


Flair displayed his resiliency when he 
the World title from Rick Steamboat. 


diving board. Flair is a magnificent 
athlete. He has a magnificent ego. 

He swam two laps then waded to 
the middle of the pool. The cool wa- 
ter dripped off his golden locks. 

“lam the only NWA World cham- 
pion!” Flair screamed out, holding 
four fingers high. “Whoo!” 


T HASN'T BEEN an easy four 
months for Sting. Being NWA 
World champion was more difficult 
than he ever expected. The Hallow- 
een Havoc hoax just made things 
even tougher. 

“Everybody's after you, and they 
don't care how they get you,” Sting 
said. “Үои know, in my book, if you 
don’t win something fair and square, 
it's not worth getting. What the 
Horsemen did at Halloween Havoc 


was ridiculous, Tell me, if Vicious had | 


won the belt, what would it have 
meant? What satisfaction would he 
have gotten out of it? The satisfaction 
of duping everyone?” 

Vicious and the Horsemen came 
so close to pulling off the scheme. If 
Sting hadn't ripped the ropes off his 
body in a final adrenaline-charged act 
of desperation, Vicious’ pin of the im- 
postor Sting (Barry Windham) would 
have counted. Sting would have been 
left kicking and screaming without 
any proof of the plot. 

“Personally, | wouldn't be sur- 
prised if Flair wanted the plot to fail,” 
Sting said. “Не doesn’t want Vicious 
to have that belt any more than | do. 
The thing is, he has to go along with 
that stupid Four Horsemen credo. 
You know, ‘all for one and one for 
all.’ So he went along with the plot, 
but he wants that title around my 
waist. That way, he thinks he can get 


(Continued on page 54) 


ONLY $3.00 EACH 


Printed entirely on slick paper, each magnificent issue 
is jam-packed with at least 16 pages of full-color photos 


+ MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: 


T.V. SPORTS 
BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
Please send me the back issues I've checked. | enclose $_ 
full. PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 
In case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: 


Name 


Address 


City 


State Zip. 


For all orders except the U.S., you must add $1.50 for every back issue ordered for boat mail, and 
53.00 for every back issue ordered for airmail. Int'l money order only 


Wrestling 91 / 53 


THE GREATEST GRAB BAG 
OF BACK ISSUES EVER! 


Collectors have been scrambling for these magazines for years—now they 
can be a part of your personal collection in this very special “Grab Bag” 
offer at the popular low price of only $3.00 each! 


--------- iIiiiMiiiiiħŅiĖħȘŐĖȘi 


SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING ANNUAL 


‘These hard-to-find issues cover wrestling in ай its facets with in-depth feature stories and exclusive special 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 
Stil a favorite of fans everywhere, each issue presents fascinating feature stories, special bonus pinups, 
and a book-length special section, 


duly 1977 (Fall 1980 DSpring1982  CWinter1982  OSummer 1983 
DDecember 1977 Оға! 1981 Call 1982 Spring 1983 
BEST OF THE WRESTLER 


Now known as Wrestler Annual, each issue is jam-packed with history in a look back at early issues of the 
sport's longest-running magazine. 


Winter 1978 Cait 1960 Winter 1961 Смее 1962 
(Summer 1979 ‘Spring 1981 Summer 1982 Spring 1983 
(Summer 1980 Summer 1981 Fal 1962 Summer 1983 
BEN STRONG WRESTLING 


А ground-breaking titie in the early 1970s, the Ben Strong magazines are still coveted by collectors the 
world over. 


(November 1973 
YEARBOOKS 


Dynamic writing and peak-action photography have made these popular yearbooks the hallmark of any 
‘wrestling magazine collection. 


(01975 Yearbook #14 101977 Yearbook Summer (11978 Yearbook Winter (21979 Yearbook Winter 
01976 Yearbook #15 1071977 Yearbook Fall 1979 Yearbook Spring 
191978 Yearbook Summer 771979 Yearbook September 


001977 Yearbook Spring 021978 Yearbook Рай 


ANNUALS 

Exclusive stories and special features make these annuals some of the most desired magazines by collec- 
tors everywhere. 

(01973 Annual #6 01976 Annual #15 21978 Annual Summer 021979 Annual October 
(01974 Annual #8 (01976 Annual #16 (01978 Annual Fall (01980 Annual January 
01974 Annual #9 [11977 Annual #18 (01978 Annual Winter (01980 Annual Summer 
01974 Annual #10 (01977 Annual Winter 11979 Annual Spring 

021975 Annual #14. 01978 Annual Spring (01979 Annual Summer 
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it. 

“You know,” Sting added, “I don't 
think he’s done yet. | still don’t think 
I've seen the best of Flair.” 

Will we ever again see the best of 
Flair? Or was the legendary “Nature 
Boy” left behind in those classic 
matches against Rick Steamboat 
nearly two years ago? Was he spent 
trying to hold off the savage chal- 
lenge of Terry Funk? Did his will to 
destroy take off when Dusty Rhodes 
left the NWA? 

“I'm still here,” Flair said. 

But a career can’t last forever. 
Some wrestlers go on and on, but 


they only peak once. In their latter 
years, they are barely what they once 
were. Wrestling takes its toll on a 
man’s body. Being champion takes a 
greater toll. 

“You've got that right,” Sting said. 
“Sometimes | wonder how Flair did 
it. | really hate to say this, but in 
many ways | really admire Flair. For 
him to do what he did is something 
else.” 

There are signs that Sting is wear- 
ing down, that the toll of defending 
the title has been too great. There is 
the mental anguish of dealing with 
The Black Scorpion and the Horse- 
men's countless plots. There is the 
physical anguish of facing the great- 
est wrestlers in the world day after 
day. 

Sting said he would be a fighting 
champion. He has fulfilled his prom- 
ise. Now he might have to pay the 
price. 

There are no discounts in this 
sport. 

“The first title reign is the tough- 
est," Flair said. “Believe me, | know. 


Ask anyone. Ask Tommy Rich. Ask 
Kerry Von Erich or Rick Steamboat. 
Ask Ronnie Garvin, who didn’t even 
have the guts to get into the ring. 
Ask Dusty Rhodes. It’s a killer. Even- 
tually Sting’s gonna fall, and l'm 
gonna be there to pick up the 

pieces,” 
HERE WAS A poll several weeks 
ago in which a sampling of NWA 
wrestlers were asked who they 
thought would be the next World 
champion. Flair was the unanimous 

winner. 
(Continued on page 56) 


No, you can’t get in shape just by watching 
TV. But if you watch these tapes and do what 
they tell you, you'll be amazed by the results. 
All it takes is some hard work and dedication! 


#1 RAY “BOOM BOOM” 


MANCINI 

“Му Knockout Workout” 

If you think jumping rope is just for 
kids, think again! Get in the ring 
with former lightweight champ 
Ray Mancini for world-class fit- 
пеѕѕ—а three-round workout that 
pulls no punches! “‘Boxercise” 
your way to fitness. 

$19.95/60 Min./U.S.A Home 
Video 


Wistecasserse 


#2 DOLPH LUNDGREN 
“(Maximum Potential’’ 
Dolph Lundgren, star of Rocky IV 
and Masters of the Universe, 
shows you how to achieve the 
body of perfection. A complete 
cardiovascular routine followed by 
body sculpting and stretching de- 
signed to prevent soreness and 
injury. 

$29.95/60 Min./International 
Video Entertainment 


Sports a 
тшге. 


SUPER 
SHAPE-UP 
PROGRAM 


#3 RACHEL HUNTER 


Follow along with this Sports Illus- 
trated swimsuit model as an ex- 
pert trainer leads you through an 
exercise routine that utilizes both 
the major and smaller muscle 
groups to develop tone, definition, 
and strength. 

$24.95/50 Min./HBO Video 
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sas же 
The “Nature Boy's” past and present foes have a message for Sting: It won't be easy to hold off this 
tong. 


“That can’t surprise anybody with 
a brain,” Arn Anderson said. “What's 
the matter? Ain't you got a brain? 
The man’s a six-time champion. Until 
further notice, he's the one to beat.” 

Even Luger admitted that holding 
off Flair will take more than 
determination. 

“tt takes а lot of skill, hard work, 
and plenty of smarts,” Luger said. 
“Flair's always there, he’s always 
lurking. Maybe he's wrestling in tag 
teams now, but he always has his 
eye on that title. It's what he lives 
for.” 

If Flair were content with his six 
NWA World titles, he would have re- 
tired after losing to Sting. He would 
have packed his bags and left behind 
his legacy. Flair, however, isn't satis- 
fied. He wants seven. 

“Seven is heaven,” Flair cackled. 


* “Yeah, that has а good ring to it. A 


lot of people are counting me out, but 
apparently they've forgotten what I'm 
all about. Well, they're not gonna be 
forgetting much longer. My time has 
соте.” 

Адаіп o 
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In the March 1990 edition, Sports Re- 
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John Studd won the 1989 Rumble. 
The 27th man in the ring, Studd elimi- 
nated two men—Ted DiBiase and 
Akeem—during his 14:52 in the ring. 
No longer wrestling in the WWF, 
Studd fondly recalls his Rumble 
victory. 

“That was one of the best nights of 
my life. January 15, 1989. l'Il never for- 
get the date. Standing alone in the 
ring at the Summit [in Houston] after | 
threw that million-dollar moron over 
the top rope, that was a great feeling. | 
had such power. | was king of thé 
federation. 7 


“It was definitely a stroke of luck 
that | got such a high number, but | 
would have won that night even if I'd 
picked a much lower number. | was 
very intent on winning that event. | 
look at it as one of the biggest chal- 
lenges a wrestler ever faces. We had 
30 of the best wrestlers in the world in 
the ring that night, and | came out the 
winner..No matter what | do for the 
rest of my life, that will always be one 
of my greatest accomplishments.” 

. 

Bad News Brown lasted 16:38 in the 
‘89 Rumble, the fifth-longest time of 
that year’s match, and 6:28 in the '90 
version of the event. In ‘89, he elimi- 
nated one wrestler before being 
bashed out of the ring simultaneously 
with Randy Savage, the result of a vi- 
cious Hulk Hogan clothesline. Last 


Hulk Hogan pummels Bad News Brown, who calls 
the Rumble “а total madhouse.” in the '89 Rum- 
ble, Brown was eliminated by Hogan as he was 
fighting Savage. 


year, he eliminated Roddy Piper. 

“It's a total madhouse in there,” 
Brown said. “It’s like a battle royal, but 
more intense because of having fresh 
men enter every two minutes. | don’t 
know if I'd ever be in another Rumble, 
even if | had the chance. It's so hectic 
that it’s almost impossible to keep 
track of what's going on. | like to see 
my man face-to-face and know whose 
butt I’m gonna kick without worrying 
about sneak-attacks. 

“Таке ‘89, for example. There | was 
kicking Savage's butt when all of a 
sudden | get blindsided and knocked 
out of the ring. There was nothing | 
could do about it. As soon as you 
concentrate on one guy, another guy 
sneaks up behind you. 

“I'm surprised more people don't 
get hurt in the Rumbles. You’re talking 
big-time street fighting with a lot of 
people in a small space. | don’t think 
most guys are equipped to handle 
that. Hell, | ached for at least a month 
afterward. You know who should 
sponsor this event? Jacuzzi! Everybody 
needs a good soak after a Rumble.” 

e 


Brian Blair was the 15th man into 
the ring іп the '88 Rumble. There were 
only 20 competitors in that event, the 
first Rumble ever, 

“It's а wonder anybody survives it. 


Twenty guys is enough chaos, and 
now it’s up to 30. That was among the 
most terrifying nights I’ve ever had in 
the ring. I’m not a guy who scares 
easily, but when you have a ring full of 
guys all bashing each other, with no 
one caring about anything but them- 
selves, it can get pretty hairy. 

“1 remember rurthing down the aisle 
toward the ring—! was the 15th man 
into the match, but only about four or 
five guys had been eliminated by 
then—and it was like running head- 
long into a battle royal where every- 
one was out for you. | remember see- 
ing Bret Hart and Don Muraco and 
Jake Roberts and Hacksaw Duggan 
and a bunch of others all going at it, 
and thinking to myself, How the hell 
am I gonna get all of these guys out of 
the ring? | didn’t get too far; | think 
there were more guys in the ring 
when | was thrown out than there 
were when I got there! 

“1 remember waking up that night 
in a cold sweat. | kept dreaming about 
a never-ending stream of wrestlers at- 
tacking me. They broke my feet, my 
knees, my hands, every part of me. In 
the dream | kept trying to fight back 
ог get away, but it was impossible. If 
you think I’m going to watch it this 
year, you're crazy! | wish all the guys 
luck, they'll need it.” 

e 


Junkyard Dog competed in the ‘88 
Rumble. He was the last man to enter 
the match (nine others were in the 
ring when he did), but only lasted 
about 90 seconds before being elimi- 


nated. Still, he remembers having а” 


good time. 

“Man, it’s fun in there! | like that 
free-for-all atmosphere. | got eliminat- 
ed pretty quickly, but that was Бе- 
cause | didn’t know what to expect. 

“I still had а lot of fight left in me 
when I got tossed. | didn’t get hurt at 
all. To me it’s just like a big ol’ party in 
there, Everybody's doing their own 
thing, and the one who does it best is 
the winner. If | was still in the WWE, 
I'd be getting psyched to rumble 
royally! 

“You know, | think I'll talk to some 
of them higher-ups in the NWA and 
see if we can’t swing some kinda rum- 
ble of our own. It’s gotta be a thrill for 
the fans to watch. There’s so much 
happening, | bet the fans don’t know 
where to look first.” 

e 

Don Muraco almost made it to the 

end of the ‘88 Rumble; he was the 


(Continued on page 60) 


A TRIPLE-DOSE 
OF HOT ACTION! 


sellouts, and are available only through this special offer 


FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY! 
Be sure to order yours today! 


-4 SPECIAL ISSUE #1 
The spectacular August 1989 edition of The Wres- 
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„| ISSUE 


4 SPECIAL ISSUE #3 

The December 1989 issue of Sports Review Wres- 
tling called it “Wrestling's Hottest Summer 
Ever!" —and indeed it was! In that issue, readers 
saw four pages of glorious FULL-COLOR cover- 
аде of the NWA's Great American Bash and the 
WWF's SummerSlam '89. A very special editorial 
section offered exclusive in-depth analysis of both 
events. 
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THE EXCITEMENT 
LIVES ON! 


THE SUPERSTARS 
OFA 
SUPER SUMMER! 


The December 1988 edition of The Wrestlerwas a 
collectors’ dream! It included a dynamic eight- 
Page FULL-COLOR section featuring "The 
Superstars Of A Super Summer’ competing in 
some of 1988's greatest cards and matches! 
Included in this exciting full-color section: Hulk 
Hogan, Sting, Randy Savage, Lex Luger, Rick 
Rude, The Ultimate Warrior, Jerry Lawler, Ric 
Flair, Hacksaw Duggan, The Fantastics, Dusty 
Rhodes, Ted DiBiase, Barry Windham, The Honky 
Tonk Man, and Nikita Koloff! Also included in this 
magnificent special issue is a full analysis of the 
summer's top action, plus all the regular Wrestler 
stories and features. This issue was a newsstand 
sellout, but we have a limited number of back 
issues available for the collectors’ bargain price of 
only $5.00 each. Don't be disappointed—order 


1 
and send to: | 
BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Please rush me ——————copies of the 
December 1988 edition of The Wrestler. 
| enclose $5.00 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) for 
each copy | am ordering. 
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ТИһ man in and the 17th man elimi- 
nated. He was just a few breaks away 
from ousting Dino Bravo, One Man 
Gang (now Akeem), and Jim Duggan 
to claim the victory. 

“What's wild about the whole thing 
is that you almost lose track of who 
you are. There are a lot of wrestlers 
around you, and some of them you 
think are your friends. Then you real- 
ize that everybody's in it for himself. 
All of a sudden, all these guys who 
you've counted on are turning against 


you and you're turning against them.” 


You really forget who's who and you 
just start tossing whoever's next to 
you. 
“You really don’t have to think 
much in there. You just go by your 
instincts and do all the things that 
made you a successful wrestler in the 
first place. You can’t start worrying 
about who's on your left or who's on 
your right, you just have to fight your 
way through the crowd. As soon as 
you start thinking about what you're 
going to do or how you're going to 
beat a certain wrestler, you're finished. 
There's too many people in there to 
break the match down individually.” 
° 

Terry Taylor competed in the previ- 
ous two Rumbles. In 1989, Taylor 
picked number 25, a draw that 


seemed to put him in solid contention. 
He lasted 11:30, but eliminated nobody 


fore being eliminated, 


before being ousted himself. Last year, 
Taylor was the 12th man in. Again he 
eliminated nobody, and lasted just 2:07 
before being dumped out of the ring 
by Andre the Giant. Not surprisingly, 
Taylor has a dim view ot the event in 
which he was so unsuccessful. 

“It's ridiculous. So much depends 
on what number you pick, and even 
then so much is left up to chance. 
There’s no way that the best wrestler 
is guaranteed of winning or even of 
being in contention, You have a 
bunch of guys thrown into an unfamil- 
iar situation and the outcome all de- 
pends on pure luck. 

“Also, you can't control when guys 
are going to come after you. I've seen 
some wrestlers in the ring for 15 min- 
utes before anybody even tries to toss 
them. It’s tough to do anything when 


-you get in the ring, and all of a sud- 


den five guys are ganging up on you. 
You can be the best wrestler in the 
world and there’s no way to control 
your fate in one of these things. | 
think it’s a joke, | mean, | guess the 
fans like it because it is pretty enter- 
taining, but it doesn’t prove anything 
as far as wrestling ability goes.” 
О 


Harley Race is certainly one of wres- 
tling’s foremost sages. He was the 
sixth man into the ring in the '88 Rum- 
ble and lasted about 15 minutes Бе- 


їп the '89 Rumble, Smash and Ax of Demolition 
drew the first two numbers and had to battle each 
other. As they fought, it didn’t seem like they 
were partners, 

“1'4 have to say it is one of the most 
original, unique concepts I’ve ever 
been involved with. There’s nothing 
like it anywhere. It’s a fantastic idea. 

“| admit that | was skeptical when | 
first heard about the Rumble. | didn’t 
want to participate in it at first. Deep 
down, I’m a wrestling purist. Wrestling 
is an individual sport where the great- 
est moments are achieved in one-on- 
one battles. | really thought that the 
Rumble was just a silly scheme. 

‘Well, | must admit that ту first 
impressions were wrong. The first 
Rumble was very exciting, and it’s got- 
ten better ever since. You get a chance 
to see wrestlers in a whole new light. 
It’s like an All-Star game. All the best 
wrestlers are there and they're all fight- 
ing for themselves. It’s great because 
you never know what's going to hap- 
реп. In individual matches, you can 
make educated guesses on the out- 
comes, but the Rumble has that ele- 
ment of luck and chance about it. 
There's simply no way to predict what 
might happen!” п 
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BUY ALL 8 AND RECEIVE A FREE BUMPER STICKER!!! 


WRESTLING GOLD 


THESE WRESTLING HALL OF FAME VIDEO CASSETTES 
CONTAIN COMPLETE MATCHES AND ACTION 
HIGHLIGHTS. RUNNING TIME 43-57 MIN. ЕАСН!! 


WRESTLING GOLD I 


у01.10 
Rock ‘n’ Roll Express vs. Randy Savage 
& Lanny Poffo 


& Baron Kruj 
‘The Fabulous Blonds vs. PYT Express 
‘The Road Warriors vs. Austin Idol & 

Jerry Lawler 


VOL.20 

Randy Savage vs. Jerry Lawler (Cage) 

The Samoans уз. Ted DiBiase & Bob Roop 

В. Sammartino & Dick the Bruiser vs. 
Ernie Ladd & Baron Von Raschke 

Tully Blanchard vs. Manny Fernandez 

Rick Rude vs. Jerry Lawler 

The Crusher, Dick the Bruiser & Little 

Bruiser vs. Blackjack Mulligan, 

Bobby Heenan & Blackjack Lanza 


VOL.30 

Топту Rich & Eddie Gilbert vs. 
Phil Hickerson & The Spoiler 

Rock "n" Roll Express уз. 

Randy Savage & Lanny Poffo 

Dick Slater vs. Dory Funk Jr. 

The Sheik vs. Tiger Jeet Singh (Cage) 
‘The Fabulous Blonds vs. 

Al Perez & Manny Fernandez 

Terry Funk vs. Harley Race 

Pepper Gomez vs. The Bounty Hunter 


VOL.40 

‘Austin Idol vs. Jim Neidhart 

Junkyard Dog vs. Butch Reed 

Rick Rude, Jim Neidhart, Ox Baker & 
‘The Japanese Assassin vs. Robert Reed, 
Tiger Mask, Keith Eric & Mad Dog 
Kong Bundy vs. Jerry Lawler 

Tery Punk vs Markov 

+ Tommy Rich vs. Massai Ito 

Jerry Lawler vs. Kamala 

Ray Stevens, Blackjack Mulligan & Baron 
Von Raschke vs. The Crusher, Dick the Bruiser 
‘& Sailor Art Thomas 
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WRESTLING GOLD II 


уол 

Randy “Macho Man” Savage vs. 
“Ravishing” Rick Rude 

The Sheik vs. Andre the Giant 

Pampero vs. Jeff Doney 

Bruiser Brodyée Scott Casey vs. Kelly 

Kiniski & The Spoiler 

Chief Tay Strongbow vs. 

Bulldog Don Kent (Cage Match) 

King Kong Bundy & "Ravishing" Rick Rude 
vs. Jerry Lawler & Randy "Macho Мап" Savage 


voL20 

The Wrestling Bear 

Terry "The Hulk” Boulder (Hulk Hogan) vs. 
Andre the Giant 

Arm Wrestling: Tommy Rich vs. Rick Rude 

Jerry Lawler vs. Nick Bockwinkel 

Randy Savage vs, Austin Idol 

Bobby Heenan vs, Cowboy Bob Ellis 


VoL.30 
Nick Bockwinkel vs. Terry Allen 
Ivan Putski vs. Eddie Mansfield 


1095 pach 
Tito Santana vs. Kelly Kiniski 
The Sheik vs. Tom Jones 


yy 
Bobo Brazil vs. Michael Angelo 


Chief Wahoo McDaniel vs. Tully Blanchard 
Eddie Gilbert уз. Jerry Lawler 


VoL.40 
The Sheik vs. Tiger Jeet Singh (Mud Match) 
‘Austin Idol vs, Massai Ito 
Terry "The Hulk” Boulder (Hulk Hogan) 
уз. The Outlaw 
Tully Blanchard & Gino Hernandez 
vs. Scott Caseyle Terry Allen 
Terry Taylor vs. Sabu 
Chief Wahoo McDaniel & Tommy Rogers & 
Marty Jannetty vs, Ted Oates &The Grapplers 
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ONLY $59.95 !!!! 


Send to: Т.У. Sports Video, Inc. 
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